Of the 37 patients with severe conjunctival scarring 16 had lagophthalmos. Only one of these patients had coexisting grade 3 trichiasis/ entropion. In contrast, 21 patients with severe scarring had no lagophthalmos, and nine of these had coexisting grade 3 trichiasis/entropion (Table 1) . Logistic regression analysis revealed that neither age nor sex confounded the association between lagophthalmos and grade 3 trichiasis/entropion. The average age of patients with trichiasis/entropion was the same (51 years) as that of patients without trichiasis/entropion.
Discussion
Since entropion and trichiasis are frequently the cause ofthe blindness that results from trachoma it is relevant to ask why some patients with conjunctival scarring develop this while others do not. Lagophthalmos appears to be a factor protecting some leprosy patients with trachomatous conjunctival scarring from developing entropion. Obviously in the non-leprosy population lagophthalmos itself is not common enough to be proposed as a significant protective factor. 
